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Two years ago, at the request of Sir Reginald Pinney, Colonel
of the Royal Fusiliers, having been an eyewitness throughout all
the Divisional assaults on High Wood, one of which in detail
I have described, I performed the office of making an oration
at Hounslow Barracks, the Depot of the Royal Fusiliers, on the
occasion of the unveiling of the wooden cross which had been
brought over from High Wood, where later, after the battle,
it had been erected to the memory of the men of the Royal
Fusiliers who fell in the battle.

I said " A message was received that the Commander-in-Chief
attached the greatest importance to the capture of the wood ;
and General Mayne flung the soth Royal Fusiliers into the battle.
Despite most heavy casualties, both from shell- and machine-gun
fire, the Royal Fusiliers, supported by the 2nd Battalion Royal
Welch Fusiliers, with great steadiness and courage, and sticking
to their task, in keeping with the Albuhera tradition, fought on
until the whole wood was in our hands. No one knows how
men fought, how they died, what deeds of gallantry were per-
formed, or by whom. The area of the battle was thick with dust
and smoke. I was an eyewitness of the attack, and knowing the
difficulties knew also what utmost courage, selflessness, and
tenacity must have been displayed. Thus did the 20th Battalion
of your regiment, under conditions which, to those who have
not witnessed modern warfare, beggar description, respond to the
finest characteristics of Englishmen and sustain the traditions of
your regiment. To these the High Wood Cross here unveiled,
for all time will bear witness."

The facts are indisputable ; and if further evidence were
needed it is to be found in the casualty lists, for the 2Oth Royal
Fusiliers lost more officers and men in this battle than did any
other battalion engaged in it.

The igth Brigade possessed two Scottish battalions, one the
regular ist Cameronians, the other a Territorial, the 5th Scottish
Rifles. I never knew the latter battalion to fail; and while for
almost two years it was under the command of Colonel Spens,
its quality was equal to that of any battalion in the Division.
Of the ist Cameronians I would not speak so certainly, for it
suffered that peculiar disadvantage, sustained by most regular
battalions, namely constant change in its command and leader-
ship. Commanding officers of regular battalions for the most part
remained but a few months, and sometimes only for weeks,
until they were promoted to staff appointments or in command
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